The Screen: ‘Conduct,
Attack on Castro’s Cuba

“Improper Conduct’’ was shown as
part of this year's New Directors/
New Films Series. Following are ex-
cerpis from Vincent Canby's review,
which appeared in The New York
Tirmes on April 1. The film opens
today at the Cinema Studio 7, Broad-
way and S6th Street.

MPROPER CONDUCT™
("'Mnuvaise Conduite’) is
something very rare in films
— an intelligent attack on
Fidel Castro’s Cuban revolution,
mistly s recorded in interviews with

28 Cuban exiles, includi former
membsers and supporiers of the Cas-
Lro regime.

The movie's tone is civilized, but
the testimony is as savage as it's con-
ity for the

such filme as “Sseing Red'
and “The Good Fight™ so moving. In
those two films, survivors of the wars
fought by the old American Left look
back with pride, humor and some-
times regret. The wounds remem-
bered in "Impﬂ:pn Conduct’ are
still raw. There is less disillusion here
than continuing rage.
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The film, one of the best in this
's MNew Directors/New Films
tival, has been jolntly directed by
two prominent Cul exiles, Mestor
Almendros and Orlands Jimenesz-
Leal. Mr. Almendros is the Academy
Award-winning cameraman (*Days
of Heaven') who has worked most
memorably with Eric Rohmer and
Frangols Truffaut, and Mr. Jimenez-
Leal is the co-director ?i"El Su'p:;"
1 . a very funmy il sad comedy
iml:uhnn exiles adjusting to life in
Manhatian
The film opens with newsreel foot-
age covering the defection in Paris in
1968 of 10 members of the Cuban Ma-
tional Ballel Company, an event that
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Baring Raw Wounds
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many Casiro supporiers in
this country, where the revolution
was — and still is — o popular couse
among liberal members of the intelli-
pentsia. At the time, the defections
seemed (o be an isolsted event. How-
ever, as recalled by the witnesses in
“hmpruper Copduct,” ey wese sim-
ply the first public evidence of the dis-
enchantment that had begun several
years earlier as the Castro Govern-
ment took an y hard line
agninst so-called an elements
These inclhided pl;l!-tk:ll and artis-
tic dissidents

Government sought for itsell. As one
witness testifies, homosexuals could
be tolerated within the Governmaent,
as well as within the police, us long as
they were “manly” homosexuals
Any suggestion of effeminacy could
be intorpreted as counterrovolution
ary
-

One of the most eloqueni wilnesses
is Armando Vallndares, the poet who
had spent 12 rs in prison bafore
being reles largely it the
of President Frnngm Mitierrand of
France. Mr, Valladeres, interviewsd
in Madnd, tells one especially har-
rowing story of a 12-pear-old boy, im-
| prisoned for o minor offense, who was
tnrturﬂi by guiards and mped by
umz: immEtes.

Intercut  with these inlerviews,

| Nilmed in Paris, Mew York, Miami,

London, Rome and Madrid, are ex-
cerpts from o 1979 television inter-
view tn which the Cuban Premier as-
serts that his revolution cannol be ac-

cused of having killed one citizen or of
having tort one prisoner
“Tell me,” he says, “any other ex-

amplies of this in history **



